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A History of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court by the 

Numbers
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Hollinbeck v. Downey , 113 

N.W.2d 9 (Minn. 1962)Gave v. Pyrofax Gas 
Corp ., 143 N.W.2d 

242 (Minn. 1966)

Berthiaume v. Erickson , 16 

N.W.2d 288 (Minn. 1944)



MEMBERSHIP INCREASES

AND RETIRED JUSTICES

30+ YEARS AT 7 JUSTICES
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT: 1849-1858

ÁOrganic Act of Minnesota, ch. 121, 9 

Stat. 403 (Mar. 3, 1849)

ÁòThe supreme court shall consist of a 

chief justice and two associate 

justicesó

ÁOne justice to each judicial district 
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT: 1849-1858

ÁNominated/appointed by the president, 

advice/consent of the U.S. Senate

Á4-year terms

ÁPending, undetermined òsuits, process 

and proceedingsó in WI Ƃ transferred 

MN
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    
1849-1858

ÁGoodrich, C.J.; Cooper, Meeker, JJ.:  

appointed 1849 (Taylor, president)

ÁTennessee, Pennsylvania, Kentucky

ÁGoodrich: 1 opinion; removed, 1851

ÁCooper, Meeker: replaced 1853 (Pierce, 

president) 8



THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    
1849-1858

ÁDosnoyer v. Hereux , 1 Minn. 17 (1851) (Meeker, 

J.)

ÁJudgment for plaintiff for $40

ÁReversed; òverdict set aside;ó remanded for 

òvenire facias de novo ó
ÁGoodrich, C.J. dissenting (òIs there error in the 

charge of the court?  I think not.ó).

ÁTrial judge: Goodrich 9



THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    
1849-1858

The chief justices

ÁFuller, C.J. (1851)

ÁHayner, C.J. (1852)

ÁWelch, C.J. (1853-1858)
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    
1849-1858

Summary
Á16 opinions (Goodrich, Cooper, Meeker, JJ.)

Á81 opinions, Vol. 1, Minn. Reports (1850-

1858)

Á2 dissents
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1880

May 24, 1858
ÁMinn. Const. of 1857, art. VI, § 2

Áòone Chief Justice and two associate Justicesó

ÁThe òLegislature, by a two-thirds vote,ó may 

increase to four if òdeemed necessaryó 
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1865

The first court
ÁEmmett, C.J., Atwater, Flandreau, JJ.

ÁSeven -year term

ÁVols. 2 -9, Minnesota Reports

Á288 opinions, 1858 -1864 
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1865

The first court
ÁSanborn v. Webster, 2 Minn. 323 (1858)

ÁòI erred in the measure of damages which I 

adopted belowó

ÁFlandreau, J.
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1865-1887

Increasing workload

Á1050 (est.) opinions, 1865 -1880

Á2400 (est.) opinions, 1865 -1887

ÁBerry, J., 1865 -1887

15



THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912

ÁJustice William Mitchell, 1881 -

1900

Á1,515 opinions (est.) + 50 (est.) 

dissents
80 opinions/year
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912

1895
State v. Hayward , 64 N.W. 90 (1895)

State v. Hayward , 65 N.W. 63 (1895)

High point: 695 cases
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT

1912-1930

1912
3 appeals/day, 5 days/week

Holt, J. elected (1912)

36-year tenure: 1,800+ opinions
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1913

1913
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